
The County Board of Morrison County, in order to amend its Primary Structure Address Ordinance,
hereby ordains:

PRIMARY STRUCTURE ADDRESS ORDINANCE

Section 1 - PURPOSE

This ordinance is intended to ensure that all primary structures are clearly and uniformly
identified by an orderly system of addresses so that law enforcement and emergency personnel can
respond quickly to requests for help. This ordinance will promote the public health, safety, and
general welfare of the citizens of Morrison County by improving operation of the enhanced 911
emergency telephone services. The ordinance is authorized by Minnesota Statute 429.021.

Section 2 - DEFINITIONS

Address - road identification and parcel number assigned to each primary structure.
Primary Structure - the building that houses the principal use for a parcel of property. A

primary structure may be used for residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational,
religious, or other use, either public or private.

Road - a public or private way which affords vehicle access to adjacent property whether
designated as a drive, easement, street, avenue, highway, boulevard, road, or cartway.

Section 3 - UNIFORM ADDRESS SYSTEM

1. Each primary structure in the county shall be assigned a separate and distinct address.
2. Addresses shall be assigned by the Morrison County E-911 Coordinator or other individual

designated by the County Board, except that in areas of the county utilizing a city address
system, the City Councilor its designated official shall assign addresses.

3. The plan used to assign addresses within the County shall be kept on file in the Office of
the Morrison County Auditor.

Section 4 - ADDRESS DISPLAY

1. The owner of each primary structure shall display the assigned address number in
conformance with the following standards:

Within areas utilizing a city address system:

a. numbers shall be placed on the portion of the primary structure which faces
the road included in the address,

b. numbers shall be at least 4 inches in height, shall be coated in a reflective
material and shall be of a color that is in strong contrast with the background
upon which the numbers are placed.



Within areas utilizing the county address system, a sign will be posted as follows:

a. Where a mailbox is properly situated immediately adjacent to a driveway and
on the same side of the road as the primary structure, the sign will be posted
immediately adjacent to the mailbox.

b. Where a mailbox is not properly situated, or on the opposite side of the road as
the primary structure, the sign will be placed on a post set 4 feet from the edge
of the road and no more than 4 feet from the edge of the driveway.

c. The sign shall be placed at a height no less than four feet above the road.
d. The sign must be perpendicular to the driving surface ofthe road and clearly

visible from either direction.
e. The sign will be affixed to the post in such a manner that the sign extends

from the post toward the address site.
f. The address numbers shall be on a uniform sign, the design ofwhich must be

approved by the 911 Coordinator.
g. The address numbers shall be placed on the sign horizontally from left to right

and on both sides of the sign.
h. The sign shall have white numbers on a blue background, the sign shall be

made of reflective material.
1. Existing address signs shall remain in place and maintained by the property

owner until replaced with a sign conforming to this ordinance.

2. DUTIES OF PROPERTY OWNER IN AREAS UTILIZING THE COUNTY ADDRESS
SYSTEM

a. The property owner shall keep the sign free of snow, dirt, debris, grass, brush,
or other obstructions.

b. The property owner shall not move or alter the sign from the location selected
by the 911 Coordinator.

c. The property owner shall notify the Morrison County Planning and Zoning
Office if an address sign is lost or destroyed or becomes umeadable from the
road at highway speed, due to damage or fading.

d. A property owner in an area utilizing the county address system, who builds a
structure which requires an address, at a location where no address has
previously been assigned, shall apply to the Morrison County Planning and
Zoning office for assignment of an address and shall pay a fee determined by
the Morrison County Board of Commissioners.

Section 5 - IMPLEMENTATION

1. Morrison County will prepare and erect an address sign described by this ordinance for
each primary structure utilizing the county addressing system.

2. Lost or damaged signs will be replaced by the county at the expense of the property
owner. The replacement fee will be determined by the Morrison County Board of
Commissioners.
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Section 6 - REMOVAL OF UNAUTHORIZED SIGNS

1. The County may remove all unauthorized street/address signs within the right a way of any
public road.

2. Unauthorized signs will be returned to the owner, if identified, and may be positioned
outside the road right of way.

Section 7 - ENFORCEMENT

1. Failure to comply with any provision of this ordinance shall constitute a petty
misdemeanor offense. Each day a violation exists constitutes a separate offense.

2. A governmental unit may deny licenses, permits, conditional uses, variances, or other
privileges to the owner of any property who fails to comply with this ordinance.

Section 8 - ADMINISTRATION

1. Interpretation of the provisions of this ordinance shall be made by the Morrison County
E-911 Coordinator.

2. Decisions of the E-911 Coordinator concerning the implementations of this ordinance may
be appealed to the Morrison County Board of Commissioners.

Section 9 - SEVERABILITY

Should any section or provision of this ordinance be declared by the courts to be
unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect he validity of the ordinance as a whole, or
any part thereof, other than the part so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.

A public hearing was held by the Morrison County Board of Commissioners on the 6th day of March,
2007.

At its regular meeting held "\'\)Ui\.g)D dO, :;)ctS;j2007 in the City of Little Falls, MN. Commissioner
\ .,,\.:J. i'N?) ~ moved the adoption of this ordinance, Commissioner~(\ \?V'<yC; duly

seconded'-fue motion. 0;

There being ~ votes for and 0 votes in opposition, these amendments to the
Morrison County Primary Structure Address Ordinance were adopted by the Morrison County Board
of Commissioners this~ day of '11)0,1\.&\\ , 2007.
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Notary Public

1/1 .' Minnesota
r l .,"" My Commission Expires January 31, 2010

Susan Kulus, being duly sworn, on oath says that she is the publisher or autho­
agent and employee of the publisher of the newspaper known as the Morrison

Record, and has full knowledge of the facts which are stated below:

ereto attached as a part hereof was cut from the columns of said newspaper, and was
ri d and published therein in the English language; that it was first so published on:

j " I
_____ time(s),

(A) The newspaper has complied with all of the requirements constituting qualifi­
ation as a qualified newspaper, as provided by Minnesota Statute 331A.02, 331A.07,
nd other applicable laws, as amended. . ,

(B) The printed (}1 Anll±:s

RATE INFORMATION:

(1) Lowest classified rate paid by
commercial users for comparable
space.
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(Line, word or inch~)

(2) Maximum rate allowed by law for the
above matter.

(3) Rate actuallv charoed for thA J=lhlwt:\
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(Line, word or inch ~)
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Susan Kulus, being duly sworn, on oath says that she is the publisher or autho­
rized agent and employee of the publisher of the newspaper known as the Morrison
County Record, and has full knowledge of the facts which are stated below:

(A) The newspaper has complied with all of the requirements constituting qualifi­
cation as a qualified newspaper, as provided by Minnesota Statute 331A.02, 331A.07,
and other applicable laws, as amende~ ~
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hereto attached as a part hereof was cut from the columns of said newspaper, and was
prin d and published therein in the English language; that it was first so published on:

\

• r l <6 '2007 for 2- time(s),

ther~~~uent dat.es of publication being as follows:

y-cD. -~S 2007
/

and printed below is a copy of the lower case alphabet from A to Z, both inclusive, which
is hereby acknowledged as being the size and kind of type used in the composition and

publication of the notice:
'abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

By:~)91~

TITLE: ~ceL ~'-'/
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Notary Public 1

*Alphabet should be in the same size and kind of type as the notice.
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